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bodies. So that the alleged liberty is removed from the human stage of being to the Divine; and as the same is true of the force which it resists, the whole game of conflict in which we seem to be in the lists is conducted between two attributes or energies of God. This is the ultimate meaning of the frequent assertions that our finite natures are absolutely *impotent;' that our 'liberty is no faculty ;' that we are not agents but spectators of even our own history; that we have no causality, God being the only cause. It is in the interest of the same theory that Will itself, the sum total of apparent activity in us, is made to consist of affirmation and denial^ and regarded as interchangeable with assent given or withheld. It is thus resolved back into an intellectual function, and identified in its essence with Reason ; and is therefore removed, along with the Reason in man, from the properties of the finite Ego, into the sphere of the universal Reason ; which accordingly engulfs our entire personal nature; not only absorbing all our powers, but melting away the very subject in which they might be lodged.
(3) In its doctrine of God, Malebranche's system is not self-consistent; intending to be Theism, it becomes Pantheism ; and, among pantheistic schemes, it ranges sometimes with the transcendental, at others with the immanental.
That his habitual idea of God retained in it all the features essential to Christian devotion and personal relations with the object of worship, there can be no doubt. The * perfection' which . he predicates of the Divine nature, though at times apparently interchangeable with the quantitative term 'infinitude/ is not yet stripped of its moral significance and used in the Spinozistic sense of 'reality or complete inclusion of all that is; but is distinctly stated to embrace the attributes not only of understanding and will, but of wisdom, goodness, justice, compassion1. And as the love of these virtues is declared to be in us only the finite form of God's own love for them, the attributes must be understood as essentially the same in both natures. Male-1 Entretiens, VIII. passim.